
For Your Information:  
 

The Academy will close to students 

Friday 16th December and reopen 

Tuesday 3rd January.  

 

Phone: 01535 210333  

Email:  

uakoffice@uak.bradford.sch.uk  

Website:  www.uak.org.uk 

Year 11 English Language Exam - Tuesday 10th January 
 

Progress Review & Options Day - Thursday 26th January 
 

Intermediate Maths Challenge & 
UAK6 Celebration of Learning Evening -Thursday 2nd February 

 
UAK6 Parents Evening - Thursday 9th February 

 
Year 11 Progress Evening - Thursday 15th March 

 
UAK6 Celebration of Learning Evening -Thursday 29th March 

 
Want to change your life in 

2012? 
Weôre not just passionate 

about learning for our young 
people, we are also passionate about learning for adults and the 

whole of the Keighley community.  
In 2012, we are working with the University of Bradford to provide 

exciting opportunities for adults in Keighley.  
 

Amaze Yourself  is a course for people who want to start their 
own business and starts on the 19th January at TICK. 

 

Adult and Community Learning Event  will also be held at TICK, 

1pm on the 22nd February where you can speak to people from 

the University and other learning providers about your goals in life.  

Try some of the taster courses that will be on offer: Community 

Interpreting, Coaching and Mentoring, and Understanding 

Schools.    

For more details or to book a place call 01274 23 4009. 

Forthcoming Events   

Maths 
Cross 

Number 
 

Have a go at the 
following Maths 

Puzzle for a 
chance to win  
200 VIVOs! 

 
Hand your entry 
into the LRC by 
3pm Friday 13th 

January. 

Across    Down  

1 124 + 287  2 570 / 5 

4 405 + 325  3 5 + 6 

7 29 x 4   5 63 + 282 

10 713 + 171  6 507 + 274 

12 342 +178  8 4800 / 8 

14 7 + 5   9 714 -14  

15 612 / 6  11 587 + 234 

17 5 + 55   13 139 + 129 

18 50 + 67  15 27 - 10 

20 27 + 91  16 633 / 3 

23 223 + 87  19 193 -90 

25 199 + 214  21 201 -97 

27 425 -15  22 281 - 40 

29 9 + 4   23 1200 / 4 

30 375 + 126  24 291- 90 

32 15 + 6   26 78 + 53 

33 26 + 79  28 960 / 8 

34 50 x 8   30 12 + 43 

    31 11 + 3 

Your 
Name__________________________ 
 
_______________________________ 
 
 
Tutor _______________________ 

scores so far...............  

This front cover was redesigned by Ansa Azram and Sadia Aktar  
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In November, we 
welcomed four of our local 

primary schools to participate in the Primary 
Mathematics Challenge. Year 5 students began the day 

working on tasks that would help them prepare for the individual Maths 
Challenge. After lunch and the óChallengeô, students had a fun afternoon working in teams 

with our Year 7 and UAK6 students on mathematical puzzles. Throughout the day students were 
awarded points, not only for correct solutions, but for showing qualities of the Academyôs 6Rs reasoning, 
reflection, resilience, resourcefulness, respect and responsibility. 
 
The competition results were: 
 1st Place Victoria Primary with 148 points  
 (pictured right) 
 2nd Place Merlin Top with 139 points 
 3rd Place St Andrewôs with 119 points 
 4th Place St Maryôs with 118 points 
Congratulations also to Owais Majid who achieved the 
highest score on the individual challenge and to the 

Team Work winners pictured left. 
Individuals were awarded with Bronze, Silver and Gold 
certificates from the ôPrimary Maths Challenge Trustô. The 
winning group received a selection of puzzle games and all 
participants were awarded certificates by the Head of Maths, 
Mr Beevers. 
 
Our thanks to Mrs Aziz for organising the event. 
 
The aim of the day was summarised by one of our visitors, 
who said, ñIt was the best day I have had in November.ò 
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Students took a break from summer 
holiday fun to gather at the Academy with 
nervous anticipation to discover the shape 
of their futures. Yes it was that time of 
year again, óResults Daysô.  
 
The nerves soon changed to excitement 
as it became clear UAK students had 
achieved some outstanding A Level and 
GCSE results. As always, staff were on 
hand to celebrate with our students, as 

well as dispense invaluable advice about options for further study. 
Star GCSE students include Iram Mehrban (bottom right), who looked in 

disbelief as she realised sheôd gained 10 A and 
3 A* grades!  Aisha Malik, Umara Rauf and 
Sambreena Khan chalked up 22 A / A* grades 
between them and Agata Sadowska and 
Shouna Wahid also gained 5 A / A* each.  Also 
scoring highly with GCSE A / A* were Safraz 
Hussain, Faheem Ahmed, Shaista Bibi, Akmal 
Hussain, Afza Iqbal and Tahira Bibi.  

47% of students achieved a grade A or A* in at 
least one subject and 58% achieved at least five 

GCSEs at or above grade C.  English certainly proved to be a strong subject 
for our students.  There was 100% pass rate (A* - G) at GCSE English, 99% 
pass rate (A* - G) at GCSE English Literature, 100% pass rate at AS and A2 
English Language and 100% pass rate at AS and A2 English Literature.  The 
best ever results; the Literature results smash all previous years! 
 
The percentage of UAK students gaining at least three GCSE grade A / A* has 
continued to increase year on year; so well done to you all. 
Advanced Level results for this year have also improved compared to last year 
with the majority of subjects gaining 100% pass rates. Special congratulations 
go to Rana Harun, Katherine Grasham, Farzana Kausar, Shafeen Yasin, 
Sumaira Naheed and Sabah Hayat all of whom performed very well in their A 
Level studies and we wish them well for the future. 

UK Senior Mathematics Challenge 
 

Well done to the UAK students who participated in the UK 
Senior Mathematics Challenge in York this November. Asad 
Ali (Year13), Usman Sharif, Joe Grasham  (Year 11) and Bilal 
Hayat (Year 11). This is the first time the Academy has 
participated in the team competition. It is made up of three 
rounds:   

¶ The team challenge, where students work on a variety 
of mathematics puzzles in a time limit and are awarded 
marks for correct answers. 

¶ A cross number, like a crossword but using numbers.  
Two students work on the across clues and two work 
on the down clues. The cross number  has to be 
completed but students can only communicate through 
a supervisor. 

¶ The relay, where students work through questions and 
the answers are passed on like a baton. Our students 
showed real team work and effective participation, 
despite being very nervous. 

 
There were 21 schools involved. Although we did not win (we 
did not finish last either) the lads put on a good show. They 
have promised to bring home the trophy in three years time, 
so watch this space.  There is now a Maths Club every 
Tuesday lunchtime (1.15pm in Room111) to prepare for  the 
Junior Team Maths Challenge being held in March.  If you are 
in Years 8 & 9 and love maths, come along. 

MAKING THE GRADE 

 factor  and  
In the last issue 

we reported on 
the X and Y 
F a c t o r 
C o m p e t i t i o n 
where students 
from all over the 
district produce 
presentations on 
a mathematical 

topic using  media of their choice. Well 
the winners have been announced and 
UAK students have done us proud. 
 
Joe Grasham came joint first for his 
óAdding Bingoô game.  Moiz Ahmed, 
Ambar Ali and Ajmal Zulkfraz gained third 
place with their poster. Adam Burney and 
Patrick Butlinôs óNumber Manô also gained 
special mention for being the funniest 
entry. 
 
The winners attended a special prize 
giving ceremony in Bradford followed by 
an afternoon of fun at the Media Museum. 

Do you want to pass your exams?? Or do you want to be one of those students who come back to Year 12 to re -sit English and Maths?  
 Did you know that 15 years ago you did not have to have your English and Maths 

for a job, but now you need it.  Also did you know to even become a footballer you need English and Maths!  
 However the experience I have had by failing my English and Maths was a real 

regret for me because I wish I could go back to year 11 to do everything all 
over again.  You should not doss about because you can make a lot out of your 

life and I admit I have made a mistake.  But make sure you donõt make the same 
mistake as I did.  

 You might think that 6th form is easy, but itõs harder than Year 11 because you 

have to do a lot of work.  If you can do it in Year 11 there is no point in going to 6th form to do re -sits.  
 Your future is in your hands.  Take control of it by passing your exams!   

Vikaar Hussain  

Do you want to pass your exams???....or do you want to be one of those 
students that come back to Springboard?  Like seriously itôs a waste of a year.  

Don't be a failure.  Forget your friends, your problems, your worries.  
 

Just focus, listen, learn to do what you are told by your teachers.  They are 
there to help you not to make your life hard; donôt think you can do it again.  

Itôs a waste doing it again  Get it right the first time! 
 

I got 3 GCSEs.  Get your main 5 core subjects; Maths, English and Science are 
the most important subjects.  Focus on the main subjects, I got Bs in 

Business and Cs in Science and Citizenship, but these qualifications count for 
nothing when you donôt get English and Maths.  When I got my results I 
thought I had passed but I knew I didn't put the work in.  When I really 

understood my results I was gutted.  It was like a slap in the face and that was 
when it hit me hard and it has made me get my head down.  

 
If only I could go back I would have concentrated more and listened to my 
teachers more and maybe then I wouldnôt be re-doing them all again.  Get it 

right the first time! Okay!  
 

Sabeehah Bibi  

UAK 6 students were asked to 

write an advice leaflet for Year 11 

students who are working towards 

their GCSEs exams. 

 

This is what they had to say.......... 



(ITôS NOT AS EASY AS YOU GUYS 
THINK!)  

 
BLEEP! BLEEP! BLEEP!  My phone alarm blared throughout the 
room, the ring increasing louder and louder, for every minute longer 
I attempted to ignore it. I gave up, and peeled the duvet off, 
reluctantly sliding out of bed.  I hurriedly showered and dressed and 
managed some sort of normality out of my hair . I ran down the 
stairs contemplating  what to have for breakfast this morning. I walk 

into the kitchen and realised my mum had already left for work! I was definitely going to be 
late for school again. Sighing, and feeling sorry for my rumbling belly I rushed out of the 
front door, considering the quickest way to get to school. 
 
Walking into Cliffe Castle park I freeze, realising there were 
two huge dogs, just yards ahead of me. They're not the cute 
fluffy big dogs you see that all the Wags use for their latest accessory. 
They're the big  meaty dogs that have evil glares in their eyes. When I say 
big, I mean BIG BAD BOY DOGS. So while I'm processing what do next for 
the next ten seconds, I don't realise that one of them seems to be sniffing 
me? Now I've been told on several occasions, always stand still and they 
won't do anything to you. But you see the thing is, I never EVER listen. So 
you know what I did? I ran. 
 
Finally reaching school, it occurred to me that I was twenty minutes late my teacher was 
gonna kill me. Okay so not literally, but just enough for me get down about the rest of my 
day. Joy. Walking into lesson, mouthing sorry to the teacher I scurried over to my chair and 

sat down next to Umar.  This lesson is one of the most interesting lessons, 
problem is it lasts three hours. My concentration level lasts all of thirty 
seconds. Yet somehow I manage to be a total geek. Weird, right? But 
somehow it just works.  Eventually the lesson ends, and I have my lovely 
English class to go to. What's not lovely about it is that it lasts two hours. 
But at least we get to have lunch in-between . The lesson passes by really 
slow but I get lots of work done. I walk to the dinner hall, seeing the usual 
stampede of kids running past trying to get their lunch first. Walking over to 
the table where my friends were sat, we all talk, gossip about everyone and 
everything before we realise itôs time to get back to lesson. Reluctantly 

strolling back to my English lesson, I get stuck straight back into my 
coursework amending my investigation for the millionth time. 
 
Finally, when lesson are over I walk back up to the IQ room and place 
myself at a computer. I pull out the huge list of work I have to get 
done, starting with media. I carry on working until six o'clock, 
attempting to polish off as much work as I can get through. I pack all 
my things up, getting ready to leave and walk out the school; 
suddenly realising how dark it had gotten in such a short amount of 
time. I guess that's the major downside to staying behind at school, it 
gets totally pitch black when youôre walking home. Especially when youôre walking through 
that park again. God knows how many dogs will be walking around there.  I do make it 
though, without seeing any dogs, safely home. And, just in time for the daily episode of 
Hollyoaks. At some point during the break of Hollyoaks I do manage to get something to 
eat. 
 

When I look at it this way, my life is actually quite boring, and as I 
contemplate how boring it is, it occurs to me that I still have a ton 
of essays to do for the next day.   I jump up and get to my room 
and pull out the most recent essay I'd been working on. For the 
love of God, why could studying not just be easier and we all just 
get into Uni already? No? Okay I'll get back to doing this essay. No 
rest for the wicked! 
 

Grrrrrrr.. 

In September students were treated to a winter Sports 
E x p e r i e n c e  D a y  h e r e  a t  U A K  c o u r t e s y                                               

of Olympic coach, Pat Sharples, and young talent, Tyler 
 Harding.  Tyler, who at 14 years of age is already 
creating a storm in the world of 

Free Ski, performed the spins, twists 
and back flips that have won him 

numerous competitions. With an auditorium 
packed full is no easy feat, but he didnôt fail to 
impress and performed three exceptional 
routines.  Also on hand was Olympic coach, Pat 
Sharples with a wealth of information, hints and 
tips that have ensured UAK students are fully in 
the know should they fancy a skiing lesson.  
 
Students tried on the latest gear (not even in the 
shops yet) and learned about the hard work 
behind the great lifestyle. Armed with all this 

knowledge, students then had the  
opportunity to take part in a quiz to 
win Salomon goodie bags.  The ski 
challenge activities continued in the 
classroom for two weeks and the 
overall winners were: Rishee Anand, 
Bilal Hayat, Tom Hayton, Hareem 
Hussain, Haseeb Ilyas and  Danyal 
Javed. 
 
Our winners were treated to a Ski 
Experience Day with Pat Sharples at 
Chill Factore in Manchester, where 
they received a special lesson and 

took their firsts steps on skis, or not, oopps, bump!.  The Alpine theme even 
extended into lunch with everyone trying Fondue, a Swiss speciality!  Yummy! 

 

Following a positive start to the first term for many students in UAK6 and in 
order to recognise success, two special Success Award ceremonies for Year 
12 and Year 13 were held in the last week of term.  Staff were asked to 
nominate students who were working well in their subjects as well as 
students who are making an overall positive contribution to the 
sixth form.  Altogether 45 students were presented with the 
teacher nominated prizes.  
 

In addition, special awards were made to Usman Iqbal in Year 

12 and to Sumaira Naheed in Year 13 for their outstanding 

achievement during this first term. There were also awards to 

Sabrina Javaid, Faisal Zakar and Usman Iqbal who have 

successfully completed the Phonics training 

that will allow them to become reading mentors 

for our younger students. No one went away 

empty handed as all students were awarded 

with their examination certificates for GCSEs 

and AS levels completed in Summer 2011. So 

it was smiles all round and what a good start to 

the festive holidays! 


